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FROM A 
P RE SBY TERIAN, Sec. 


Dax SIR, ä 

Have che Pleaſure to re vou, 
1 that our Caſe is not ſo deſperate, as 

you and your Friends Imagine, 

Matters were not ripe laſt Seflion. To 
make the Blow ure, certain previous 
Steps muſt be taken. What could not 
be done at once, we are in good Hopes 
of deing by Degrees. The only Re $ 
ſon which hath detained you, and ? 
ny more, from quitting thoſe ba x 
Hill 4 


| 4.4 28 
Hills of Scotland, for this Land of Pro- 
miſe, was the Incapacity of enjoying 


here thoſe lucrative Employments, 


To 


which are open to you in your own 
Country. And the only Bar to this was 
the Teſt-Act. And the only Obſtacle 
to repealing this Act was the Num- 
ber of our Parliament- men, whoſe 
Sons, Brothers, Nephews and other 
Relations either actually had, or were 
likely to have, Poſſeſſions in the Church. 


This, it muſt be owned hath been 
always a great Convenience to many Fa- 
milies, as yielding a handſome Proviſi- 
on for younger Brothers. And, there- 
fore, ſo long as the Caſe ſtood thus, there 
was little Hope of repealing the Teſt. 
But our judicious Friends have thought 
ofa Method, for reducing the eſtabliſhed 


"Clergy, to 10 low an Ebb of Fortune 


and Credit, as to remove this Obſtacle, 
wiſely judging that if Gentlemen ſhould 
think it not worth while, to breed up 


their Children for 8 in the 
Church. they wogen ſolicitous to 


ow” SC 7 
N Wh 1 


18 
preſerve that, in the Preſervation where- 


of neither themſelves nor their Families, 
were at all intereſted. 


Accordingly, it is propoſed by re- 
peated Attempts in Parliament, gradu- 
ally to bring about the fore-mentioned 
Deſign, under Cover of various Projects 
for the Public Good, which can never 
ſo well be carried on, as by facrificing 
the Rights of Ecclefiaſtics, whoſe ſcan- 

dalous, mad and fooliſh Notions about 
high Church would always keep this 
Country from thriving. But, thanks 
to the Virtue of divers ſober-minded | 
and ſerious Chriſtians, our very good 
Friends, there are now two Projects on 

foot which it is conceived, may not a 


little forward our prudent and godly | 
Purpoſe. | 


You muſt know then, rs the | Point | 
in view is ſo to order Matters, that the 
good of the Nation and that of the 
eſtabliſhed Church may be put in two 


oppoſite Scales; * nn . 2 
the 
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the former riſeth, the latter muſt ok, P, 
which will ſoon reduce the Cler f 
low Par, It is agreed on all Hand 

the encouragment of Hemp and F lax 
would be a public Benefit, And it is 
faid with good Colour, that if the Cler- 
gy were obliged - to recede from their 


_ Tythes of theſe Products, it muſt be a 


great encouragment thereto, And we 


all very well know, that if both Land- 


lord and Tenant thrive by this gainful 
Buſineſs, while the Parſon doth not 
thrive in Proportion, he muſt upon the 
whole loſe or ſink with reſpect to his 
Neighbours. This Affair x. we baren now 


We do ale 1 3 _ | 


Corn wants Encouragment as much as! 


Flax or Hemp, and that it would great- 
ly encourage a-moſt neceflary Branch of 
the national Produce, if the Clergy 
would but akate of their Tythes with re- 
gard to this alſo. ITbe fame Reaſon 


from the public Good holds here juſt as 


well, the two 9 bein 0 exactly pa- 
rallel 
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rallel. And can you doubt then, if we 
carry one Point, that we ſhall not be 
able to Soy. the other alſo: ? | 


—m will poſſibly be 3 1 | 
ſome malignant Prieſt-ridden Member 
may ſtart up in the Houle, and extend 
this Way of reaſoning to the Landlords 
themſelves, alledging that they likewiſe 
ought to ſhare in the Honour of pro- 
moting the public Good, and that it 
would greatly encourage the raiſing 
Hemp and Flax, if Landlords were re- 
ſtrained from raifing their Rents, in 
Proportion as thoſe Improvements fill- 
ed their Eſtates with Tenants and 
Wealth; which Propoſal may knock 
all on che Head. But we ſhall be eaſy 
as to this Apprehenſion, if we do but 
conſider the Difference there is between 


the Clergy and Laiety of this Kingdom, 


| Of all Fools i is there any Body Fool 
enough to think, at this time of Day, 
that a High-Church Parſon ſhould be 
treated on the Foot of a Country Gen- 
tleman 
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tleman, with reſpect to Rights, Privi- 
ledges, and Property? Believe me the 
Men of that Cloth had better bear their 
Load patiently. Our Friends have long 
ſince conſidered them as a ſeparate Bo- 
dy, who are not intitled to the com- 
mon Rights of other Subjects. In 
Proof of this be pleaſed to reflect, that 
in a Diſpute about Property with any 
other Man, you would immediately 
have recourſe to Law. But this is not 
the Method to be taken with Clergy- 
men, who are ſuppoſed not to have the 
Benefit of the Law, it being found, 
with reſpect to their Claims, a ready Ex- 
pedient to ſtop the uſual Courſe of Law 
by Petition, of which I could give yon 
a freſh Inſtance, In ſhort, all ſerious 
People are agreed, that every one but 
a Parſon ſhould have what the Law 
gives him. | 


As to the above mentioned Affair 
which is now depending, to open your 
Eyes ſtill more, and thoroughly to con- 
vince you the Hemp is not at Bottom 


what 


E 


what is meant by it, you muſt know 
there is no Man of Senſe but ſees clear- 
ly, that neither Hemp nor Flax nor any 
one but the Landlord (who will raiſe 
his Rent in Proportion) is to be gainer 
by what the Parſon loſeth. 


J have told you of one Project and 
its Conſequences: I will now tell you 
of another tending to the ſame End. 
Money, you know, at different Times 
hath a different Value, the Quantity, 
as more is dug from the Mine, {till leſs- 
ening the Price of Gold and Silver. 
Hence forty Pounds per Annum, which, 
| ſome Ages ago, was the Lord Chancel- 
lor's Income, doth in this Age barely 
ſubſiſt a Curate. You well comprehend 
that, as Money grows plenty, Lands 
muſt riſe in their Rent. Accordingly 
Rents are ſo much riſen, that if Biſhop's 
Lands had been ſingled out, and fixed 
at the Rents they yielded ſome Centu- 
ries ago, their Lordſhips would not 
have had at * Day the Wage 5 they 

give 
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give their Coachmen. A thouſand Pi- 


ties this good Work was not then 
(ought of! But better late than never, 


For bringing this about, we e have an 
effectual Scheme on foot, to wit, the 
enabling Biſhops and all other Eccleſia- 

| ſtics to make Leaſes of Lives renewable 
for ever. No Biſhop can hope to out- 
live a Leaſe of Lives, he muſt therefore 
be obliged to renew on any Terms. 
Hence though Money ſhould grow ever 

lo plenty, by the opening of new Mines, 

or by the Increaſe of Trade, I nduſtry 
and Credit, the ſucceeding Biſhops muſt 
* ſtill abide by the old: Rents, By which 
Means, the greateſt Prelates in the 
Kingdom will infallibly be reduced to 
the ſize of Pariſh Clerks, Ido not 
mean the preſent Biſhops but their Suc- 
ceſſors. For, no doubt, the preſent 
Set will raiſe to themſelves a noble Har- 
veſt from this Project, which indeed is 
no better than a Bribe to induce them 
to give into Meaſures, which all Men 
muſt 


\ 
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muſt ſee will ruin what they call the 
Church. | 5 
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odious to all ſuch of the inferior Cler- 


gy, as have any Hopes of riſing, who 


will look on themſelves as defrauded by 
the right reverend Guardians of their 
Church, at the ſame Time that it muſt 


render them contemptible to all other 


Men. In ſhort, a better Expedient 


could not have been thought of, for en- 


tailing Hatred and Contempt on the 
preſent Set of Biſhops, as well as Po- 
verty on their Succeſſors, 


You ſee what a proſperous Way our 


Affairs are in. After what I have 


faid, I need not tell you that it is 
high Time to look about, and to im- 
prove your Intereſt with my Lord 
I long to ſee you Collector of: 
in my Neighbourhood. Pray remem- 
ber me to my Couſin James Mac- 
Crackan, alſo to Duncan Douglas of 
Auchtermuchty, not forgetting honeſt 
5 | Sawney 


Sawney Blair of Blaes, and let them 


know - what Hopes I have of ſeeing 
them all in goo - on this Side the 


Water, 


E. E. 


